
City of Cortez 
Recreational Services & Activities

Sports and Health
�x�� The City Parks and Recreation Department offers adult softball, volleyball, and soccer leagues and 

tournaments, youth activities and sports leagues, fitness programs including aerobics or jazzercise 
and swimming lessons. If your customers are planning to stay in Cortez for a while during the 
tourism season, they are most welcome to participate in our recreational programs.  Contact the Parks 
and Recreation Office at the Cortez Recreation Center, 425 Roger Smith Avenue, in Cortez.  Call (970) 
564-4080 for more information.

Cortez City Parks
�x�� Montezuma Park at Montezuma Avenue and Market streets. There are restroom facilities and 

picnic tables. 

�x�� Cortez City Park  on East Main Street (Hwy. 160) between Park and Mildred streets. It is 
bounded on the north by Montezuma Avenue. The municipal swimming pool with a water slide is
located here. There are volleyball and basketball courts, a playground, bandstand, public washrooms 
and drinking fountains, as well as picnic tables and picnic shelters. There is a bulk water dispenser 
and a dump station for RV's on the east side of the park (Park Street). The Colorado Welcome Center, 
the Cortez Area Chamber of Commerce, and the Mesa Verde Country® Visitor Information Bureau 
are located in the southeast corner (Main and Mildred streets.)

�x�� Centennial Park is north of Cortez City Park between Park and Mildred streets, Montezuma 
Avenue and Empire Street. The City Library is located on Montezuma Avenue, and the Cortez Police 
Department and the Justice Building on Empire Street.  Amenities include picnic tables and shelters, a 
playground, tennis courts, public restrooms, drinking fountains, and a pond.  Wading or swimming 
in the pond is prohibited.  Signs giving distances for various walking paths are located on the east 
and west side of the park. 

�x�� Denny Lake Park  is located at the east entrance to Cortez. There are restroom facilities, picnic 
tables, shelters, fishing pier and a playground.

�x�� Parque de Vida is located on the corner of Mildred and Empire.  Amenities include a pond, 
soccer field, baseball field, softball field, four tennis courts, BMX track, skate park, large stage area, 
several shelters, restrooms, drinking fountains, playground, volleyball, basketball courts, and 
Recreation Center.

GENERAL RULES
Public restrooms and drinking fountains are closed for the winter to prevent freezing and are opened 
each year on the first day of May. Restrooms are cleaned twice per day. Picnic shelters may be 
reserved through the Parks and Recreation Department and a written permit must be displayed in the 
picnic area.  No alcohol is allowed in the parks or in park facilities.
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Conquistador Golf Course
�x�� Located on Hwy. 145:  2018 North Dolores Road, Cortez. (Call: 565-9208)
�x�� Officially open from March 1 to November 15, weather permitting.
�x�� Open at 8 AM  until June 1, then will open at 7 AM.

• FEES: 9 HOLES: 18 HOLES:
Adult $14.00 (Monday - Thursday) $21.00 (Monday - Thursday)

$16.00 (Friday – Sunday) $25.00 (Friday - Sunday)
Youth, under 17 $10.00 daily 
Cart Rental $7.00 per rider $11.00 per rider

• TICKETS:
Season $140.00 +  $6.00 per 9 holes

SEASON PASSES:
Individual $386.00
Couple $629.00
Sr. Citizen - Individual $326.00
Sr. Citizen - Couple $519.00
Junior (17 & under) $100.00
College (Full-time) $144.00

Cortez Municipal Pool
�x�� Located in Cortez City Park on Montezuma Avenue, 565-7877.
�x�� There is a water slide, wading pool, large pool, and a diving board.
�x�� Open from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

• SWIMMING TIMES:
9:00 AM - 11:30 AM Swim Lessons Monday through Friday
5:00 PM - 5:50 PM Swim Lessons Monday through Friday
11:45 AM - 12:45 PM Adult Lap Swim Monday through Sunday
1:00 PM - 4:50 PM Open Swim Monday through Sunday
6:00 PM - 7:50 PM Family Swim Monday through Friday
5:00 PM - 6:50 PM Family Swim Saturday and Sunday
8:00 PM - 9:50 PM Twilight Swim Monday through Wednesday

• ADMISSION FEES: DAILY: SEASON:
17 & under $2.50 $35.00
18 & over  $3.50 $55.00
Over 60 $3.00 $45.00
Family (5 People) $125.00
Each additional member  $25.00
Pool Rental $125.00 (up to 100 people)
Swim Lessons $25.00 per session

• All children 7 and under must be accompanied by an adult at all times .  There will be no charge for 
a child under age four if the adult is dressed to swim and pays an admission fee. If the adult is not 
dressed to swim, $2.00 will be charged for each child dressed to swim, regardless of age.  An adult 
entering the pool area to supervise a child will not be charged unless dressed to swim.
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CORTEZ RECREATION CENTER
Located in Parque de Vida at 425 North Roger Smith Avenue.  Amenities include a lap pool, 
leisure pool, 150 foot enclosed water slide, diving board, current channel, racquetball courts,
walk/jog track, gymnasium, rock climbing wall, meeting rooms and fitness area.  

For further information phone (970) 564-4080

FACILITY HOURS:    (Closed on select holidays)
Monday through Friday 5:30   AM  to 9:00 PM
Saturday 8:00   AM  to   9:00 PM
Sunday 10:00 AM  to   7:00 PM

ADMISSION AND PASS FEES:
Per Entry 20-Punch Card Yearly Auto Pay Yearly Pay**

Infant (4 & under) Free*** Free*** Free*** Free***
Child (5-12) $2.00 $30.00 $120.00 ($10.00/mo.) $110.00
Youth (13-18)$3.00 $45.00 $180.00 ($15.00/mo.) $165.00
Adult (19-59) $4.00 $60.00 $240.00 ($20.00/mo.) $220.00
Senior (60+) $3.00 $45.00 $180.00 ($15.00/mo.) $165.00
Family* 2 members $300.00 ($25.00/mo.) $275.00
Family* 3 members $360.00 ($30.00/mo.) $330.00
Family* 4 members $420.00 ($35.00/mo.) $385.00

* "Family" is immediate  family living in the same household a minimum of
6 months out of a year.
There is a maximum of two adults per pass  and all children must be under
the age of 18.

** Annual passes can be paid with monthly payment automatic withdrawal.
*** Free with adult paid admission, card, or pass.
**** Payment in full for yearly pass at time of registration is discounted - ask for details.

RACQUETBALL RESERVATION FEE:
Racquetball courts can be used as part of the daily admission fee at no additional cost.  A $1 
reservation fee will be assessed per daily reservation booking.  Reservations may be made for the 
following day only.

CHILD WATCH AVAILABLE:
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM & 4:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM
*Fee:  $2.00 per hour for a maximum of 2 hours.
*Parent or guardian must remain in the facility when the child is in the Child Watch area.
*Minimum age is 2-years old and toilet-trained.  Maximum age is 8-years old.
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    Town Of Mancos
                     Phone:   (970) 533-7725

     Fax:      (970) 533-7727
      Website:  www.mancoscolorado.com                                                                                    

Boyle Park:
Historic town-park located one block east of Main Street in downtown Mancos, with scenic views of the La Plata Mountains and 
Mesa Verde.  Accessible by Park Street, behind Conoco, or by Bauer Avenue adjacent to the Mancos Valley Bank, or by Grand 
Avenue adjacent to Hamburger Haven.  Recently renovated!

Facilities Include:
Ball field, basketball court, new playground equipment, sheltered picnic areas, sheltered stage with electricity,
shaded space for special events/fairs (requires a permit from Town Hall) and Public restrooms.
Mancos Riverwalk:
Short trail along the Rio Mancos from historic downtown Mancos to the Mancos High School via a footbridge at
Mesa Street.
Pioneer Plaza:
Located on Grand Avenue, adjacent to the Mancos Opera House, with visitor parking available.  Xeriscape 
demonstration project and “Old Mancos Jail House” also on-site.  Available for scheduled special events (requires 
approval from Town Hall.)  Could be part of a street closure request, depending on the event.
Community Center:
Beautiful new facility located in heart of historic downtown Mancos.  Entry/foyer area for receptions and art shows, 
larger community meeting hall in back.  Full commercial kitchen facility, accessible restrooms, and a stage with 
lighting.  Available for scheduled special events (requires permit from Town Hall.)
Cottonwood Park:
12-acre open space park on the Mancos River, with river trail loop, access to fishing, and a footbridge.  Fantastic views 
of Mesa Verde National Park.  Space available for picnics, special events and fairs.  (Requires a permit from Town 
Hall.)  Electricity on-site, but no water.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
_

      Town of Dolores
      Phone:      (970) 882-7720
     Fax:         (970) 882-7466

                Website: www.townofdolores.com

Flanders Park:   "Town Square" - a great place for picnics, arts and crafts fairs and the annual
Escalante Day celebration.
Riverside Park:   A serene retreat used for group picnics, etc., with nature trail and fishing access
to the Dolores River.  Facilities include BBQ grills, picnic tables and full-service restroom.
Joe Rowell Park:    Access to fishing on the Dolores River.  

Facilities Include:
�x�� Scenic river walking trail, fishing access 
�x�� Three softball fields
�x�� One volleyball court & one basketball court
�x�� BBQ Grills
�x�� Soccer fields
�x�� Covered pavilion
�x�� Full-service restroom
�x�� 15,000 square-foot playground
�x�� Dolores River Festival - First weekend in June

*ACCESS TO THE MCPHEE RESERVOIR IS ON THE WEST SIDE OF THE TOWN OF DOLORES
The Town of Dolores offers varied summer recreation programs throughout the year.

Check with the Dolores Town Hall for more information at 882-7720.
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River Rafting

PEREGRINE RIVER OUTFITTERS:                64 Ptarmigan Lane (970) 385-7600
                     Durango, CO  81301

(Dolores, Upper & Lower Animas, Lower Gunnison, Gunnison Gorge, Upper San Juan, 
Piedra, Colorado & San Miguel Rivers)

WILD RIVERS EXPEDITIONS:                101 Main Street (800) 422-7654
               Bluff, UT  84512 

              (San Juan River)

AAM’S MILD TO WILD                1111 Camino del Rio (800) 567-6745
RAFTING & JEEP TOURS:                Durango, CO  81301 (970) 247-4789

(Upper & Lower Animas, Upper & Lower Box Piedra, San Miguel & Colorado Rivers)

Rock Hounding
The Four Corners region contains a wide range of rocks and minerals available for Lapidarists, and mineral or fossil collectors.  The Four Corners 
is well known for its mining history.  The Silverton area has scores of inactive mines, whose dumps may have pyrite, quartz, fluorite, galena, and 
various ores of copper, zinc, lead and silver.  There are also smaller mining districts, such as the La Plata district, where similar materials might be 
found.  A number of private placer gold claims are located in La Plata Canyon, a few miles south of Rico, and other areas as well.  The uranium 
mining districts should generally be avoided due to their radioactive nature.  Some sedimentary rocks contain locally common invertebrate fossils 
and calcite concretions.  Petrified wood, agate and jasper can be found in some areas.  Land ownership must be checked before collecting.  
Permission must be obtained from the private landowners.  It is illegal to collect rocks on the Indian Reservations and on any of the National 
Monuments or Parks.  It is legal to collect most rocks on BLM or Forest Service lands.  One major exception is collecting of dinosaur bone, which is 
federally protected.  Contact local BLM or Forest Service offices for any restrictions.  Rock hounding books are available in some of the local 
bookstores. 

Skiing

Cross Country: Please refer customers to the Cross Country Skiing Brochure. Further information can be 
obtained from the Forest Service at the Dolores Public Lands Office (Ranger Station) in 
Dolores. Equipment rentals are listed in the Services Section.

Down Hill: There are four ski areas in our region:  

Hesperus Ski Area is 33 miles east on Highway 160.  Rentals are available.  There are no 
other services or facilities.
Durango Ski Area is 72 miles east of Cortez via Highway 160 and 550.  Full facilities 
including rentals are available.
Telluride Ski Area  is 79 miles north on Highway 145. There are twelve lifts.  A 
snowboard park, for intermediate and advanced snowboarders, is built to Olympic 
specifications.  Full facilities are available.
Wolf Creek Ski Area is located on Highway 160 on Wolf Creek Pass, 121 miles east of 
Cortez. There are 6 lifts.  No lodging facilities available.  Food and rentals available.
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Hunting

Hunting License Fees Resident Nonresident
Elk Bull $46.00 $501.00
Elk Cow 46.00 251.00
Deer 31.00 301.00
Antelope (Pronghorn) 31.00 301.00
Moose 251.00 1,716.00
Mountain Lion 41.00 251.00
Bear 41.00 251.00
Mountain Goat 251.00 1,716.00
Bighorn Sheep 251.00 1,716.00
Desert Bighorn Sheep 251.00                                     ----
Small Game (1 day) 11.00 11.00
Small Game 21.00 56.00
State Waterfowl Stamp 5.00 5.00
Turkey                                                  (Spring $21.00)     (Fall) 16.00 101.00
Combination Small Game/Fishing 41.00                                     N/A
Youth Small Game (15 and younger) 1.75                                       1.75
Youth Elk 10.75                                   100.75
Youth Deer 10.75                                   100.75
Youth Antelope 10.75                                   100.75

ANYONE BETWEEN THE AGES 19-64 ARE REQUIRED TO PURCHASE A HABITAT STAMP WITH THEIR LICENSE FOR 
AN ADDITIONAL FEE OF $5.00 ($10.00 IF PURCHASED WITHOUT A LICENSE.) REQUIRED FOR ACCESS TO STATE 
WILDLIFE AREAS AND STATE TRUST LANDS.  REQUIRED FOR HUNTERS AND ANGLERS.

Obtaining a Colorado Big Game Hunting License:   Big game licenses are either "limited" or "unlimited"  
"Unlimited licenses may be purchased prior to a hunting season at Division of Wildlife offices and retail license 
agencies (sporting goods stores, etc.) and at Division of Wildlife offices after a season opens.  Limited licenses are 
obtained through an application and drawing process.  

Regulation brochures for deer, elk, antelope, bear, moose, sheep and goat hunting are available by March.  Small 
game brochures are available by August.  Waterfowl brochures are available by September and turkey brochures in 
early February.  Spring turkey hunting has an application deadline in early February and the fall turkey hunting 
application deadline, is in early July.   

Guidelines:
All hunters born on or after January 1, 1949, must first complete a "Hunters Safety Course" as required by
the State of Colorado.  Consult Colorado's season brochures for hunter education requirements and other regulations.  

For big game hunting, you must be at least 12 years of age.  Hunters ages 12-15 must be accompanied by an adult who
has passed the Hunters Safety Course.  You may find out when the next available class is being given by calling
(303) 251-7530 or by calling the Regional Colorado State Division of Wildlife at (303) 297-1192.  

For information on guides and guide services,
check in the "Services"  section of this manual.
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Fishing

Fishing License Fees: Resident Nonresident
Annual $26.00 $56.00
Second Rod Stamp 5.00 5.00
Fishing (1 day) 9.00 9.00
Fishing (5 day) -              21.00
Senior Fishing (Annual)                  (64+ years old is free)              -
Combination Small Game/Fishing 41.00 N/A

Free Fishing Days:
All waters of the State are open to fishing without a license on certain dates that are part of the celebration of National 
Fishing Week.  Free fishing  will be allowed on June 2nd & 3rd, 2007.  All other fishing regulations remain in effect on 
this date.  

Where To Buy Licenses:
Except for those licenses that are limited in number, licenses may be purchased at any Division of Wildlife Office, 
most sporting goods stores, most convenience stores and grocery stores in the area.  Hunting licenses that are limited 
in number may be obtained through application and drawing through the Division of wildlife.

Major Fishing Areas:
The Mesa Verde Country® Fishing Brochure contains descriptions of the major fishing areas in 
Montezuma County, which are:

• Dolores River (West Fork)
• Dolores River - McPhee Dam downstream to the Bradfield Bridge 

(approximately 11 miles)
• McPhee Reservoir
• Summit Reservoir
• Totten Reservoir 
• Jackson Gulch Reservoir
• Narraguinnep Reservoir
• Puett Reservoir
• Joe Moore Reservoir

Refer to the Mesa Verde Country® Fishing Brochure
for maps, locations, or more detailed information.

For information on guides and guide services, check in the "Services" section of this manual.
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Miscellaneous

Horse Rentals and Riding:

Circle K Ranch* 27758 Hwy. 145, Dolores 970-562-3826
Echo Basin Ranch* 43747 Road M, Mancos 970-533-7000
Rustlers Roost Ranch* 5964 Road 41, Mancos 970-533-1570
Rimrock Outfitters* 12175 Road 44, Mancos 970-533-7588

*  Reservations Recommended         

Stagecoach:

Mancos Valley Stage Lines                      4550 Road 41, Mancos        970-533-9857      

4 Wheeling / Jeep Riding:
Interested in 4 wheeling?  You need to call the Forest Service at the Dolores Public Lands Office at (970) 882-7296 
for specific trail information as well as rules and regulations governing off road vehicle use in the San Juan 
National Forest.  Permission must be obtained before entering private land. Please remember, you are welcome in our 
forests and canyons, but we ask that you respect the land and its inhabitants and leave it as you find it.  General rules 
of the road require that vehicles traveling uphill have the right of way for safety purposes and excessive speed is 
prohibited.

Other:

Lakeside Bowling Lanes 290 Hillside, Cortez 970-565-9355

Fiesta Movie Theater 3 West Main, Cortez 970-565-9003
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